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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
MINISTRY OF CULTURE 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS AUTHORITY 
 

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 20E of the Ancient Monuments and 
Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958, as amended, read with Rules 22 of the  Ancient 
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Framing of Heritage Bye-Laws and 
Other Functions of the Competent Authority) Rules, 2011, the following Draft Heritage Bye-
Laws for the Protected Monument ‘Gateway of Taragarh hill’,  District – Ajmer, 
Rajasthan’, prepared by the Competent Authority, in Consultation with Arvindbhai Patel 
Institute of Environmental Design, Vallabh Vidyanagar, Anand, Gujarat, as required Rule 
18, sub-rule (2) of the National Monuments Authority (Conditions of Service of Chairman 
and Members of Authority and Conduct of Business) Rules, 2011, for inviting objections or 
suggestions from the public; 

 

Objections or suggestions, if any, may be sent to the Member Secretary, National 
Monuments Authority (Ministry of Culture), 24 Tilak Marg, New Delhi - 110001 or email 
at arch-section@nma.gov.in  within thirty days of publication of the notification;  

 
The objections or suggestions which may be received from any person with respect to 

the said draft Heritage Bye-Laws before the expiry of the period, so specified, shall be 
considered by the National Monuments Authority. 

 
  “Draft Heritage Bye-Laws for ‘Gateway of Taragarh hill’, District – Ajmer, 

Rajasthan” 
 

CHAPTER-1 
 

PRELIMINARY 
 

(i) These Heritage Bye-Laws may be called the National Monuments Authority 
Heritage Bye-Laws, 2026 of the Protected Monument “Gateway of Taragarh 
hill’, District – Ajmer, Rajasthan”. 

(ii) These shall extend to the entire Prohibited and Regulated Area of the Protected 
Monument. 

(iii) The provisions of these bye-laws shall have effect notwithstanding anything 
inconsistent therewith contained in any other bye-laws, whether made before or 
after the commencement of this bye-laws, or in any instrument having effect by 
virtue of any bye-laws. It shall not be obligatory to carry out amendments in 
these bye-laws to make them consistent with any other bye-laws. 

(iv) These shall come into force with effect from the date of  publication. 
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1.2   Definitions:  

1. In these Heritage Bye-Laws, unless the context otherwise requires, - 

(a) “ancient monument” means any structure, erection or monument, or any tumulus or 
place of interment, or any cave, rock sculpture, inscription or monolith, which is of 
historical, archaeological or artistic interest and which has been in existence for not 
less than one hundred years, and includes - 

(i) the remains of an ancient monument, 

(ii) the site of an ancient monument, 

(iii) such portion of land adjoining the site of an ancient monument as may be 
required for fencing or covering in or otherwise preserving such monument, 
and 

(iv) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of an ancient monument; 

(b) “archaeological site and remains” means any area which contains or is reasonably 
believed to contain ruins or relics of historical or archaeological importance which 
have been in existence for not less than one hundred years, and includes- 

(i) such portion of land adjoining the area as may be required for fencing or 
covering in or otherwise preserving it, and 

(ii) the means of access to, and convenient inspection of the area; 

(c) “Act” means the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 
1958, as amended; 

(d) “Archaeological officer” means an officer of the Department of Archaeology of the 
Government of India not lower in rank than Assistant Superintendent of 
Archaeology; 

(e) “Authority” means the National Monuments Authority constituted under Section 
20F of the Act;   

(f) “Competent authority” means an officer not below the rank of Director of 
archaeology or Commissioner of archaeology of the Central or State Government or 
equivalent rank, specified, by notification in the Official Gazette, as the competent 
authority by the Central Government to perform functions under this Act:  

Provided that the Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, 
specify different competent authorities for the purpose of sections 20C, 20D and 20E; 

(g) “construction” means any erection of a structure or a building, including any addition 
or extension thereto either vertically or horizontally, but does not include any re-
construction, repair and renovation of an existing structure or building, or, 
construction, maintenance and cleansing of drains and drainage works and of public 
latrines, urinals and similar conveniences, or the construction and maintenance of 
works meant for providing supply of water for public or the construction or 
maintenance, extension, management for supply and distribution of electricity to the 
public or provision for similar facilities for public; 

(h) “Government” means the Government of India; 
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(i) “maintain”, with its grammatical variations and cognate expressions, includes the 
fencing, covering in, repairing, restoring and cleansing of a protected monument, and 
the doing of any act which may be necessary for the purpose of preserving a protected 
monument or of securing convenient access thereto; 

(j) “owner” includes- 
  

(i) a joint owner invested with powers of management on behalf of himself and 
other joint owners and the successor-in-title of any such owner; and 

(ii) any manager or trustee exercising powers of management and the successor-
in-office of any such manager or trustee; 

(k) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act; 

(l) “Prohibited Area” means any area specified or declared to be a prohibited area under 
section 20A;  

(m) “Protected Area” means any archaeological site and remains which is declared to be 
of national importance by or under this Act; 

(n) “Protected Monument” means any ancient monument which is declared to be of 
national importance by or under this Act; 

(o) “Regulated Area” means any area specified or declared under section 20B;   

(p) “re-construction” means any erection of a structure or building to its pre-existing 
structure, having the same horizontal and vertical limits; 

(q) “repair and renovation” means alterations to a pre-existing structure or building, but 
shall not include construction or re-construction; 

2. The words and expressions used herein and not defined shall have the same meaning as 
assigned in the Act or the rules made thereunder. 
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CHAPTER - 2 

Background of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) 
Act, 1958, as amended 

2.1    Background of the AMASR Act: 

The Heritage Bye-Laws are intended to guide physical, social and economic interventions 
within 300 metres in all directions of the Protected Monument. The 300 metres area has been 
divided into two parts (i) the Prohibited Area, the area beginning at the limit of the 
Protected Area or the Protected Monument and extending to a distance of 100 metres in all 
directions and (ii) the Regulated Area, the area beginning at the limit of the Prohibited Area 
and extending to a distance of 200 metres in all directions.   
 
As per the provisions of the AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, no person shall undertake any 
construction or mining operation in the Protected Area and Prohibited Area While, 
permission for repair and renovation of any building or structure—which existed in the 
Prohibited Area before the 16th day of June, 1992, or, which had been subsequently 
constructed with the approval of the Director General (DG), Archaeological Survey of India 
(ASI) and permission for construction, re-construction, repair or renovation of any building 
or structure in the Regulated Area, must be sought from the Competent Authority. 

2.2    Provisions of the AMASR Act related to Heritage Bye-Laws: 

 Section 20E of the AMASR Act, 1958, as amended and Rule 22 of the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Sites and Remains (Framing of Heritage Bye-Laws and Other Functions 
of the Competent Authority) Rules, 2011, specify the framing of Heritage Bye-Laws for 
Protected Monument. The said Rule provides parameters for the preparation of Heritage 
Bye-Laws. Rule 18 of the National Monuments Authority (Conditions of Service of 
Chairman and Members of Authority and Conduct of Business) Rules, 2011, specifies the 
process for the approval of Heritage Bye-Laws by the Authority. 

2.3    Rights and Responsibilities of Applicant:  

 Section 20C of the AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, specifies the details of the application 
process for repair and renovation in the Prohibited Area, or for construction, re-construction, 
repair, or renovation in the Regulated Area, as described below: 

(a) Any person, who owns any building or structure, which existed in a Prohibited Area 
before 16th day of June, 1992, or, which had been subsequently constructed with the 
approval of the Director General and desires to carry out any repair or renovation of 
such building or structure, may make an application to the Competent Authority for 
carrying out such repair and renovation as the case may be. 

(b) Any person, who owns or possesses any building or structure or land in any Regulated 
Area and desires to carry out any construction or re-construction or repair or 
renovation of such building or structure on such land, as the case may be, may  
make an application to the Competent Authority for carrying out construction        or re-
construction or repair or renovation as the case may be. 

(c) It is the responsibility of the applicant to submit all relevant information and abide by 
the National Monuments Authority (Conditions of Service of Chairman and Members 
of the Authority and Conduct of Business) Rules, 2011. 



4  

CHAPTER - 3 
 

       Location and Setting of Protected Monument – Gateway of Taragarh hill’, District – 
Ajmer, Rajasthan 

 
3.1 Location and Setting of the Monument: 
 

The Protected Monument is located in the historic city of Ajmer in central Rajasthan. Situated 
amidst the Aravalli Hills, the Protected Monument serves as an entrance to the renowned 
‘Taragarh Fortress’, which overlooks the city of Ajmer. 
 
Positioned at an elevation of approximately 856.6 metres above sea level, the Protected 
Monument offers commanding views of the Ajmer cityscape and the surrounding valleys. 
Historically, this strategic location played a crucial role in defence and surveillance during the 
medieval period. 
 
The geographical coordinates of the Protected Monument are: 
 
Latitude: 26°26'36.8"N, Longitude: 74°37'00.0"E. 

 
The Protected Monument is well-connected through a network of major highways, including 
National Highway-48 (NH-48), National Highway-58 (NH-58) and State Highway-26 (SH-26), 
linking it to key cities such as Jaipur, Udaipur and Bhilwara, respectively. The Ajmer Bus Stand 
is located about 13 kilometres North East of the Protected Monument, while Ajmer Junction 
Railway Station is approximately 11 kilometres to the North East. The nearest airport, 
Kishangarh Airport, is around 45 kilometres North East of the Protected Monument. 
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Figure 1: Satellite imagery showing the location of ‘Gateway of Taragarh hill’, District – Ajmer, 

Rajasthan", along with the indicative Protected, Prohibited and Regulated boundaries.1 
 

3.2 Protected boundary of the Protected Monument: 
 

The Protected Boundary map of Gateway of Taragarh hill, District – Ajmer, Rajasthan, 
Taragarh), District – Ajmer, Rajasthan may be seen at Annexure - I. 

 

3.2.1 Gazette Notification as per ASI records: 
 

The copy of the Gazette Notification of the Gateway of Taragarh hill’, District – Ajmer, 
Rajasthan, can be seen at Annexure-II. 

 

The archival map of the Gateway of Taragarh hill’, District – Ajmer, Rajasthan, can be 
seen at Annexure – II(a). 

 
1 Archaeological survey of India, Jodhpur circle 
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3.3 History of the Protected Monument: 
 

The Protected Monument is a historical entrance gateway to one of India's most formidable 
fortresses. Built in the 12th century C.E., the Taragarh Fortress, originally known as Ajay-Meru 
Durg, was a crucial military stronghold. The Bijolia Rock Inscription of Chahamana Emperor 
Somesvara (1170 C.E.) confirms the use of the name Ajay-Meru for the region, indicating its 
long-standing significance. 
 
The fort was known for withstanding numerous sieges and battles over the centuries. An account 
from 1790 CE by an army officer describes how even after 15 days of siege; no impact could be 
made on the fort due to its elevated position and natural defences. 
 
Among the Gates of Taragarh Fort, the most prominent is the "Gate of Victory" (Fateh Pol), 
which served as the main entrance to the Taragarh Fort. Other gateways include: 
 
i. Lakshmi Pol (Gate of Wealth) – Possibly named for its association with prosperity. 

ii. Phuta Darwaja (Broken Gate) – A partially ruined entrance, suggesting battle damage. 
iii. Gagudi-ki-Phatak – Another defensive gate leading further into the fort. 

 
These gateways not only functioned as entry points but were also symbolic representations of 
strength and prosperity. The fort and its gateways were later repaired and modified in the 17th 
century CE by Raja Bithaldas, a Gor Rajput general under Shah Jahan.2 

 
3.4 Description of the Protected Monument (architectural features, elements, materials, etc.): 
 

The Protected Monument, a gateway of Taragarh Fortress is a striking example of Rajput 
military architecture, designed to serve both defensive and ceremonial purposes. The 
approximate height of the Protected Monument is 10.6 metres. As the main entrance to the 
fortress, it stands as a testament to the engineering and artistic excellence of its time. 
 
The Protected Monument is built using massive dressed sandstone blocks, giving it a robust and 
imposing appearance. The entrance arch is intricately carved, reflecting the architectural style of 
the 12th century Chahamana (Chauhan) dynasty, with later modifications during the Mughal and 
Maratha periods. The doorway is reinforced with iron spikes to prevent attacks by elephants; a 
common strategy used in medieval warfare.2 
  

 
2 Archaeological survey of India, Jodhpur circle 
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3.5 Current Status: 
 

3.5.1 Condition of the Protected Monument - condition assessment: 
 

The maintenance and preservation of the Protected Monument is the exclusive domain of 
the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). The photographs depicting the present condition 
of the Protected Monument are appended in Annexure – IV. 

 
3.5.2 Daily footfalls and occasional gathering numbers: 

 
The daily footfall data is provided as follows: 
 

i. Approximately 200 visitors which goes up to 300 to 400 on Friday (Jumma). 
 

ii. 1000 visitors per day during festivals such as Eid, Muharram and special occasions.3 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________ 
3 Archaeological survey of India, Jodhpur circle 
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CHAPTER - 4 
 

Existing zoning, if any, in the local area development plans 
 
4.1 Existing zoning: 
 

The Protected Monument lies under the “Ajmer Development Authority”. 
 

The Ajmer Land Use Map – 2033, as prepared by the Ajmer Development Authority, in the 
Master Development Plan (Ajmer Region) (2013-2033), prescribes various land uses for the 
Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the Protected Monument, as follows (refer Annexure III): 
 

i. Historical / Core Heritage Built-Up Area: Gateway structure and fortification wall within 
the Protected Monument and the Prohibited Area, as well as the historic hill settlement 
footprint within the Prohibited Area. 

 
ii. Forest / Green Belt Area: The surrounding hill slopes and natural vegetation cover of 

Taragarh Hill within both the Prohibited Area and the Regulated Area. 
 

iii. Residential Area: Existing residential settlements adjacent to the fort wall and core area 
within both the Prohibited Area and the Regulated Area. 

 
iv. Public & Semi-Public Facilities: Local community shrines, places of worship, and civic 

amenities within the settlement falling primarily within the Regulated Area, with minor 
footprints in the Prohibited Area. 

 
v. Circulation/Access Corridors: Pedestrian pathways, access roads, and traditional 

approaches leading downhill within both the Prohibited Area and the Regulated Area. 
 
4.2 Existing Guidelines of the local bodies: 
 

The existing guidelines of the Local Bodies, as applicable to the land uses falling in the 
Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the Protected Monument, may be referred from “Ajmer 
Master Development Plan, Ajmer Region 2013-2033”, as amended from time to time shall be 
applicable and the Model Rajasthan Building Regulations, 2020 (as amended). 
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CHAPTER - 5 
 

Information as per First Schedule, Rule 21(1) / Survey Plan of the Prohibited and the 
Regulated Areas on the basis of boundaries defined in Archaeological Survey of India 

Records. 
 

5.1 Survey Plan of the Protected Monument: 
 

The Survey Plan of Gateway of Taragarh hill’, Ajmer (Taragarh), District –Ajmer, Rajasthan, 
may be seen at Annexure-I. 

 

5.2 Analysis of surveyed data: 
 

5.2.1 Prohibited Area and Regulated Area details: 
 

i. The Prohibited Area is approximately 41,197 square metres. 
ii. The Regulated Area is approximately 2,70,839 square metres. 

 

5.2.2 Description of built-up area: 
 

Prohibited and Regulated Areas 

i. North: 
 

The Prohibited Area comprises no major built-up areas. A portion of the fortification 
wall of Taragarh Fort still stands, weathered by time, along with some small old 
structures. 
 

The Regulated Area, there are temporary commercial structures along a path 
descending from the hill and a graveyard. Scattered remains of the fortification wall 
of Taragarh Fort are still visible. Towards the North East of the Regulated Area, lies 
remnants of Taragarh Fort, associated structures, dispersed around an octagonal 
water body locally known as bawdi.  

 

ii. East: 
 

The Prohibited Area primarily comprises residential structures and public amenities, 
including a Government Senior Secondary School and overhead water tanks. The 
Regulated Area contains the Rajasthan Police Telecom Center, Prasar Bharti Public 
Service Broadcaster of India High Power Transmitter (Doordarshan, Ajmer) and All 
India Radio Doordarshan Tower, along with residential structures. 
 

iii. South: 
 

The South of the Prohibited Area comprises the fortification wall of Taragarh Fort, 
mixed-use buildings including eateries and local shops, and the ‘Roza-e-Imam-
Hussain RA’ Mosque in the South East. The Regulated Area contains ‘Hatai Masjid’, 
‘Hazrat Meeran Syed Hussain’ Dargah and public conveniences including parking 
lots and toilets, along with residential and commercial structures. 
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iv. West: 
 

The Prohibited Area features temporary commercial structures along a pathway 
leading down towards the ‘Ajmer Sharif Dargah’, alongside remnants of the 
fortification wall of Taragarh Fort. 
 
The Regulated Area contains the continuation of this pathway and its temporary 
commercial structures, with the Western edge defined by the steep slope of Taragarh 
Hill and remaining sections of the fortification wall of Taragarh Fort. 

 
5.2.3        Description of green/open spaces: 

 

Prohibited and Regulated Areas 

The area surrounding the Protected Monument is characterized by rock boulders and 
vegetation of the Aravalli hills.  

 
i. North and West: 

 

The Prohibited and Regulated Area consist of steep hill slopes with minimal 
development, preserving the natural terrain and forest cover. The Regulated Area 
towards North East substantial open spaces amidst the remnants of Taragarh Fort, 
associated structures, and the octagonal water body locally known as bawdi. 

 

ii. East: 
 

In both the Prohibited and Regulated Area, there are relatively large open spaces 
which further expand outward, indicating a gradual downward slope in terrain 
descending from the hilltop towards the base. 

 

iii. South: 
 

The Prohibited and Regulated Area comprises very few green/open spaces and 
amidst dense built-up growth. 
 
There is a pond locally known as (jhalara) within the precincts of the ‘Roza-e-Imam-
Hussain RA’ mosque situated towards the South East within the Prohibited Area, 
contributing to the green open areas. 
 

5.2.4      Area covered under circulation- roads, footpaths, etc.: 
 

The circulation network within the Prohibited and Regulated Area follows an organic 
layout adapted to the natural contour. It comprises 9-metre-wide asphalt and bituminous 
primary road, and pedestrian pathways surfaced with stone slabs, stone steps and 
exposed bedrock. Narrow internal lanes and pedestrian pathways, generally 2 to 3 
metres wide, branch from the primary road and are surfaced with plain cement concrete 
(PCC), random rubble stone masonry paving, built-in stone steps and exposed bedrock. 
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5.2.5 Existing Heights of buildings: 
 

Prohibited and Regulated Areas: 
 

i. North and West:  
 

The existing development is predominantly low-rise, with an average height of 
approximately 4.5 metres. However, the height varies with the natural contour of the hilly 
terrain. 

 

ii. East and South:  
 

The building height ranges from 3 to 10.5 metres, (G to G+2 storeys), in the Prohibited 
and Regulated Areas. 

 
5.2.6 State Protected Monument and listed Heritage Buildings by Local Authorities, if 

available, within the Prohibited / Regulated Area: 
 
No State Protected Monuments or listed heritage buildings by Local Authorities are 
reported as yet within the Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the Protected Monument. 

 
5.2.7 Public amenities: 

 
Public amenities such as public toilets, local drinking water posts, visitor benches and 
information, directional and warning signages, designated vehicle parking are present in 
the Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the Protected Monument. 

 
5.2.8 Access to Protected Monument: 

 

The approach to the Protected Monument is through a steep, winding pathway, which was 
strategically designed to slow down advancing troops and make the entrance difficult to 
breach, and has now become a pilgrimage route for visitors. 

 

The Protected Monument in Ajmer can be reached via two main routes:  
 

Access 1: Starting near the Ajmer Sharif Dargah at the base of the hill, these 2-3 metres 
wide pathway provides pedestrian access to the pilgrims visiting Taragarh after their 
pilgrimage.  
 
Access 2: Visitors can also drive up from Ajmer city to the Taragarh Hill. From the hilltop, 
a straight and easily accessible path leads directly to the Protected Monument. 

 
5.2.9 Infrastructure services (water supply, storm water drainage, sewage, solid waste 

management, parking etc.): 
 

Infrastructure services include water supply storm water drainage and solid waste 
management across both the Prohibited and Regulated Area. A designated vehicle parking 
facility is situated within the Regulated Area towards the South. 
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5.2.10 Proposed zoning of the area as per guidelines of the Local Bodies: 
 

The zoning by the Local Bodies, as applicable to the land uses falling in the Prohibited and 
Regulated Areas of the Protected Monument, may be referred from ‘Ajmer Master 
Development Plan, Ajmer Region 2013-2033’. (Refer Annexure III) 

 
  



13  

CHAPTER - 6 
 

Architectural, Historical and Archaeological value of the Protected Monument 
 
6.1 Architectural, Historical and Archaeological Value: 
 

The Protected Monument holds immense architectural value as a prime example of Rajput 
military engineering, designed to offer both defensive strength and aesthetic appeal. Beyond its 
defensive role, it carries symbolic value, serving as a monumental entrance that represents 
power, authority, and prestige. Its grand scale and intricate design reflect the importance of 
‘Taragarh Fort’ as a military stronghold and administrative centre. Today, Protected Monument 
stands as a testament to advanced medieval engineering, offering insights into the strategic and 
artistic considerations of Rajput-era fortifications. As an integral part of one of India's earliest 
hill fortresses, the Protected Monument embodies the military traditions and resilience of Rajput 
rule. It has witnessed countless conflicts and power shifts, demonstrating the evolving nature of 
warfare, defence strategies, and fortification techniques over centuries. Additionally, its 
association with prominent rulers and empires enhances its historical importance, making it a 
tangible connection to India's regional history. 
 

6.2 Sensitivity of the Protected Monument (development pressure, urbanization, population 
pressure etc.): 

 
The Protected Monument is subject to significant developmental, urbanization, population, and 
ecological pressures that may adversely affect its historical and architectural integrity. Rock 
breaking and deforestation in the Aravalli hills, along with informal extensions, temporary 
eateries, and street vending, pose risks to the Protected Monument, the fortification wall of 
Taragarh Fort, and the surrounding landscape. These activities contribute to encroachment, 
physical deterioration, dampness, waste accumulation, fire hazards, and visual intrusion, 
affecting the heritage character of the Protected Monument. 
 

6.3 Visibility from the Protected Monument or Area and visibility from Regulated Area: 
 

Visibility from the Protected Monument: 
 

Situated on the elevated terrain of Taragarh Hill, the Protected Monument offers expansive views 
of the Ajmer cityscape, Ana Sagar Lake, Varun Sagar Lake, and the surrounding valleys 
extending from the North East to the South West. Dense urban development along the lower 
slopes and in the surrounding areas has resulted in modern structures being visible from the 
Protected Monument within the Prohibited and Regulated Area. 
 
Visibility from Regulated Area: 
 

The Protected Monument’s height and position at the fort's elevated location ensured visibility 
from a great distance, making it a landmark in Ajmer’s skyline. It is clearly visible from West 
of the Regulated Area from the pathway leading to ‘Ajmer Dargah Sharif’. 
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But from all other directions of Regulated Areas, Protected Monument is partially visible due to 
commercial developments, billboards and temporary structures, obstructing certain sightlines to 
the Protected Monument. 
 

 

6.4 Land use: 
 

As per the ‘Ajmer Land Use Plan 2033’, and the Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the Protected 
Monument encompass various land uses which may be referred to in Annexure - III. 
 
i. Historical / Core Heritage Built-Up Area: Gateway structure and fortification wall 

within The Protected Monument and the Prohibited Area, as well as the historic hill 
settlement footprint within the Prohibited Area. 

 
ii. Forest / Green Belt Area: The surrounding hill slopes and natural vegetation cover of 

Taragarh Hill within both the Prohibited and Regulated Area. 
 

iii. Residential Area: Existing residential settlements adjacent to the fort wall and core area 
within both the Prohibited and Regulated Area. 

 
iv. Public & Semi-Public Facilities: Local community shrines, places of worship, and civic 

amenities within the settlement falling primarily within The Regulated Area, with minor 
footprints in the Prohibited Area. 

 
v. Circulation / Access Corridors: Pedestrian pathways, access roads, and traditional 

approaches leading downhill within both the Prohibited and Regulated Area. 
 
6.5 Archaeological heritage remains other than Protected Monument: 
 

No archaeological remains are present in the Prohibited and Regulated Areas. 
 
6.6 Cultural landscape: 
 

The Protected Monument forms the focal point of a cultural landscape in which Rajput military 
architecture is strategically integrated with the steep natural terrain of Taragarh Hill to maximize 
its defensive advantage. Within the Prohibited and Regulated Area, this fortified complex co-
exists with significant religious establishments, including the Dargah of Hazrat Meeran Syed 
Hussain, Roza-e-Imam-Hussain (RA) Mosque, and Hatai Masjid. These sacred sites reflect the 
long-standing historical relationship between Taragarh Fort and Ajmer's evolution as an 
important pilgrimage centre, creating an enduring cultural and visual connection with the Ajmer 
Sharif Dargah at the foot of the hill. 
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As one moves through the surrounding settlement, intermittent views of the fortification walls 
and remnants of historic structures reinforce the continued presence of the fort within the urban 
fabric, contributing to the area's historic character and sense of place. 

 

6.7 Significant natural landscapes that form part of cultural landscape and also help in 
protecting Monument from environmental pollution: 

 
The Protected Monument is safeguarded by the surrounding Aravalli Hills, forested slopes, and 
rocky outcrops, which act as a natural buffer against dust, air pollution, and urban impacts while 
maintaining a favourable micro-climate. Its elevated location further reduces the risk of water 
stagnation, contributing to its long-term preservation. 

 
6.8 Usage of open space and constructions: 
 

Open spaces within the Prohibited and Regulated Area surrounding the Protected Monument are 
primarily utilized for religious gatherings, communal activities, pedestrian movement, and public 
infrastructure. 
 
Built-up structures within the Prohibited and Regulated Area consist of low to mid-rise 
constructions utilized for residential, commercial, religious, and civic purposes. 

 
6.9 Traditional, historical and cultural activities: 
 

Within the Protected Monument, the Prohibited and Regulated Area, traditional and cultural 
activities are especially active during Jumma prayers, Eid, and Muharram, when the local 
community congregates in large numbers for religious observances and rituals. 

 
6.10 Skyline as visible from the Monument and from Regulated Areas: 
 

Skyline as visible from the Protected Monument: 
 
The skyline as viewed from the Protected Monument is shaped by the natural topography of 
Taragarh Hill and the surrounding historic urban landscape. To the North, it is defined by the 
crest of the Aravalli Hills and the surviving sections of the Taragarh Fort fortification wall, with 
expansive views extending across the descending terrain towards the Ajmer cityscape and Ana 
Sagar Lake. Towards the East, the skyline comprises low-lying forested hills, scattered 
settlements, and Varun Sagar Lake. The Southern skyline is characterized by dense low- to mid-
rise urban development along the hillside, interspersed with religious precincts, while to the 
West, the terrain descends steeply towards the Ajmer Sharif Dargah precinct, reinforcing the 
visual relationship between the hilltop fort and the historic sacred landscape below. 
 
Skyline as visible from the Regulated Areas: 
 

The skyline as viewed from the Regulated Area reflects the relationship between the natural 
hillscape, the historic fort, and the surrounding urban fabric. From the North, it is framed by the 
elevated ridgeline of Taragarh Hill and the upper fortification walls of Taragarh Fort. From the 
East, the skyline is characterized by mid-rise residential buildings and telecommunications 
towers set against the sloping terrain. The skyline from South comprises a continuous and 
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densely built residential and commercial urban profile, while from the West, the Protected 
Monument and the prominent bastions of Taragarh Fort form the dominant visual landmark, 
defining the upper skyline. 

6.11 Traditional architecture: 
 

Within the Prohibited and Regulated Area, historical structures of Taragarh Fort including those 
currently adapted for civic use such as the police station along with traditional residential façades 
toward the East and South, exhibit characteristic Rajput architectural elements. These features 
include thick stone masonry walls, decorative stone brackets (kahals), pointed arches, projecting 
balconies (jharokhas), ornamental eaves (chhajjas), dome-headed pavilions (chhatris), and 
stone parapet battlements (kanguras). 

 

6.12 Developmental plan as available by the local authorities: 
 

The ‘Ajmer Master Development Plan, Ajmer Region 2013-2033’, the Prohibited and Regulated 
Areas of the Protected Monument can be referred from Annexure III. 

 
6.13 Permissible building related parameters: 
 

6.13.1 Repair and Renovation (in Prohibited and Regulated Area): 
 

Internal changes and adaptive reuse may be generally permitted. However, external 
changes shall be subject to detailed scrutiny by the Competent Authority. Such changes 
which include retrofitting/renovation may be permitted when the building is structurally 
weak or unsafe or when it has been adversely impacted by any natural calamity and 
renovation is absolutely necessary. Original building vocabulary and layout along with 
built-open relationships are to be adhered to. General repair and upkeep of buildings will 
be permissible, subject to prior permission from the Competent Authority. 
 

The repair and renovation in building/structures should be sympathetic and congruent 
with the heritage character of the Protected Monument and its surrounding areas. New 
cladding materials like Aluminium Composite Panels (ACP), High Pressure Laminates 
(HPL), laminates, tiling or glazing will not be permitted. Use of locally available building 
material should be encouraged in carrying out repair and renovation works. 

 

6.13.2 Reconstruction: 
 

Reconstruction is defined in Section 2(k) of AMASR Act, 1958, as amended. Permission 
for reconstruction in Regulated Area is accorded as per Section 20 C (2) of the AMASR 
Act, 1958 and Rule 6(IV) and Rule 7 of the AMASR (Framing of Heritage Bye-Laws 
and Other Functions of the Competent Authority) Rules, 2011. 
 

In case of any type of building or structure located in the Prohibited or Regulated Area 
of the Protected Monument or Protected Area, collapsed or damaged and found beyond 
repair due to natural calamities, the permission for reconstruction is accorded as per Rule 
16 AMASR (Framing of heritage Bye-laws and other functions of the Competent 
Authority) Rules, 2011. 
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The new structure or building as a replacement to the older building in case of 
reconstruction shall follow the same horizontal and vertical limits as per the pre-existing 
structure. The use of incongruous materials in the façade such as glazing, metal cladding, 
Aluminium Composite Panels (ACP), High Pressure Laminates (HPL), tiles, laminates 
will not be permissible. The new structure should be sympathetic and congruent with the 
heritage character of the Protected Monument and its surrounding area. 
 

6.13.3 New Construction: 
  

Prohibited Area: 
 

In general terms, as per Section 20A(4) of the AMASR Act, 1958, as amended, no new 
construction including carrying out any public work or project essential to the public or 
other construction, shall be permitted within the Prohibited Area of the Protected 
Monument. 

 
Regulated Area: 

 

All the development control norms and building regulations outlined in “Ajmer Master 
Development Plan, Ajmer Region 2013-2033” and ‘Model Rajasthan Building 
Regulations 2020’, as and when amended will be applicable. The regulations pertaining 
to height and other parameters specified in this Heritage Bye-Law will apply in the 
Regulated Area of the Protected Monument. 

 
1. Height of the new construction on the site (including mumty, parapet, water 

storage tank, machine room, generator room, HVAC unit, solar panel, rain 
water harvesting system, penthouse structures of terrace garden etc.) or any 
other services on the roof): 

 

i. The maximum height limit for new construction or additions/alteration to 
existing buildings shall not exceed 7.50 metres (including mumty, parapet, 
water storage tank, machine room, generator room, HVAC unit, solar panel, 
rainwater harvesting system, penthouse structures of terrace garden, etc. or any 
other services on the roof). 

 

ii. Construction of the basement should be discouraged as far as feasible. 
 

2. Usage: 
 

i. The land use should be in accordance with “Ajmer Master Development Plan, 
Ajmer Region 2013-2033”. 

 

ii. The conversion of land within the Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the 
Protected Monument should be undertaken only after prior consultation with 
the National Monuments Authority (NMA). 

 

iii. Water bodies located within the Prohibited and Regulated Area shall be 
preserved in their existing state, and any alterations to its existing form and use 
shall be discouraged.  
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3. Façade design: 
 

i. The façade design of new construction should be minimalistic in nature, so that 
it does not overpower the Protected Monument. 
 

ii. Informal extensions of shops and residences are to be restricted for all the 
buildings located within the Prohibited and Regulated Area. 

 

iii. Façades of all historic buildings, shops and houses need to be maintained as per 
original design (series of brackets, chajjas, arched doors, windows etc.). 

 

iv. Plumbing and electrical services shall be concealed and not on the exterior of 
the building. 

 

v. Use of intrusive materials such as Aluminium Composite Panel (ACP), High 
Pressure Laminates (HPL) and any other synthetic material for exterior finishes 
on the exterior façade should be discouraged. 

 

vi. Use of colored glazed façade should be discouraged. 
 

4. Roof design: 
 

i. Erection of structures, even of temporary nature, using materials such as 
aluminium, fibre glass, polycarbonate or similar materials should be 
discouraged on the roof of the building. 
 

ii. Flat roof with concrete slab and sloping roof with tiles may be followed. 
 

iii. All services such as large air conditioning units, rooftop water storage tanks or 
large generator sets placed on the roof to be screened using screen walls 
(brick/cement sheets, louvres, jaalis or other such design elements). All of these 
services should be included in the maximum permissible height. 

 
5. Building material: 

 

Consistency in building materials and colour along all street façades of the Protected 
Monument may be maintained. Modern building materials such as aluminium 
cladding, glass bricks and any other synthetic tiles or materials should be discouraged 
for exterior finishes. Traditional building materials such as brick and stone should be 
used. 

 
6. Colour: 

 

The exterior colour should be of a neutral tone in harmony with the Protected 
Monument such as buff sandstone colour, white, beige and other earthy colours 
which do not create a harsh contrast with the Protected Monument and its immediate 
surroundings. 
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7. Other Regulations: 
 

Proposals for the construction of large-scale public infrastructure projects, such as 
Metro Rail Systems (underground or elevated), rail or road over bridges, flyovers, 
multi-level parking facilities, or such other development projects, and institutional 
buildings undertaken in the public interest or which are essential for public purposes, 
shall be subject to a detailed Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA). Such projects may 
be considered only if it is clearly established that they will not cause any significant 
adverse impact on the preservation, safety, security, visual integrity or accessibility 
of the Protected Monument or its immediate surroundings and shall be exempt from 
the maximum height restriction prescribed above and all other development 
regulations contained herein. 

 
6.14 Visitor facilities and amenities: 
 

Visitor facilities and amenities may be considered as far as feasible.
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CHAPTER - 7 
 

Site Specific Recommendations 
 
7.1 Site Specific Recommendations: 
 

i. The natural topographical features of the Prohibited and the Regulated Area surrounding 
the Protected Monument shall be retained to preserve its historical context and protect the 
integrity of the landscape. 
 

ii. The Local Authorities to proactively address reported unauthorized construction in 
Prohibited and Regulated areas.  

 

iii. The widening of the roads if done, should be in the direction away from the protected 
boundary of the Protected Monument as far as feasible. 

 

iv. All temporary structures along the road, like dhabas/ workshops/ roadside vending kiosks, 
etc., may be relocated away from the Prohibited and Regulated Areas of the Protected 
Monument. 

 

v. LED or digital signs, plastic fiber glass, or any other highly reflective synthetic material 
should not be used for signage in the vicinity of the Protected Monument or its immediate 
surrounding areas. 

vi. Advertisements in the form of hoardings, billboards or posters should not be permitted near 
the Protected Monument particularly on or along its Protected Boundary. 

vii. Telephone exchanges, mobile towers, poles for surveillance cameras, electricity transmission 
towers, high extension towers, chimneys, and overhead water tanks within the Prohibited and 
Regulated Area should be discouraged and their location beyond the Regulated Area may be 
considered.   

 

7.2 Other recommendations: 
 

i. Whenever the Master Plan, Zonal Plan, or Development Plan is prepared or amended, it 
should clearly show all Protected Monuments/Areas and their Prohibited and Regulated 
Areas. 
 

ii. The area may be declared as a Plastic and Polythene free zone. 
 

iii. Provisions for differently-abled persons should be provided as per prescribed standards, 
as far as feasible. 

 

iv. National Disaster Management Guidelines for Cultural Heritage Sites and Precincts may 
be referred athttps://nidm.gov.in/PDF/pubs/NDMA/20.pdf. 
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ANNEXURES 
ANNEXURE I 

 
Survey Plan with contours - ‘Gateway of Taragarh hill’, Ajmer (Taragarh), District –Ajmer, 

Rajasthan 
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ANNEXURE II 
 

Gazette Notification of the Protected Monument 
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ANNEXURE II(a) 
 

Archival Plan of the Protected Monument  
 

 
 



25  

ANNEXURE III 
 

The Existing Land Use Plan as per ‘Ajmer Master Development Plan, Ajmer Region 2013 -
2033’. 
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ANNEXURE III(a) 
 

Existing bye-laws from Model Rajasthan Building Regulations, 2020 
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ANNEXURE IV 
 

Images of the Protected Monument and its surrounding areas 

 
Image 1: The Eastern Façade of the Protected Monument. 

 

 
Image 2: The Western Façade of the Protected Monument. 
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Image 3: View from the Protected Monument towards the North Eastern direction showcasing Ajmer 

City and ‘Ana Sagar lake’. 

 

 
Image 4: View from the Protected Monument towards the North Western direction showcasing 

remnants of ‘Taragarh Fort Wall’ visible along the hilly terrain. 
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Image 5: View of narrow streets with residential buildings towards the South in the Prohibited Area. 

 

 
Image 6: View of the temporary structures along the South Western approach road to the Protected 

Monument in the Prohibited Area. 
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Image 7: The temporary structures along the walkway towards West in the Regulated Area. 

 
 
 

 
Image 8: View of ‘Taragarh Fort Wall’ towards the North East in the Regulated Area. 
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Image 9: View of ‘Ana Sagar Lake’ and Ajmer city towards the North East in the Regulated Area.  

 

 
Image 10: Character of dense settlement in Regulated Area as seen from the Protected Monument. 
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Image 11: View of the retail shops in the North East of the Regulated Area facilitating visitors or 

tourists. 

 
Image 12: View of octagonal water body (bawdi) towards the North East in the Regulated Area. 
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Image 13: Architectural Elements showcasing Rajput Architectural style in ‘Taragarh Fort Wall’ 

towards the North East in the Regulated Area. 

 
Image 14: View of walkway along the ‘Taragarh Hill’ towards the North West in the Regulated Area - 

Way towards ‘Ajmer Dargah Sharif’. 
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Image 15: View of Taragarh Police Station along Eastern road in the Regulated Area. 

 
Image 16: View of abandoned stone structures with view of Taragarh Tower at the backdrop towards 

the East in the Regulated Area. 
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Image 17: View of approach to religious precinct- “Hatai Masjid” with narrow lanes towards  

South in the Regulated Area. 

 

 
Image 18: View of Mosque and Dargah situated towards the Southern direction in the Regulated Area.  
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Image 19: View of retail shops and residences towards the South in the Regulated Area. 

 

 
Image 20: View of street towards the South in the Regulated Area. 



42  

 
Image 21: View of pond locally known as jhalara inside the complex of ‘Roza-e-Imam Hussain RA’ 

Mosque towards the South East in the Regulated Area. 

 

 
Image 22: View of “Roza-e-Imam Hussain RA” Mosque towards the South East in the Regulated Area. 
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Image 23: View of street along “Roza-e-Imam Hussain RA” Mosque and residential structures towards 

the South East in the Regulated Area.

 
Image 24: View of the Protected Monument from the pathway and temporary structure along the 

Western side of the Regulated Area. 
 
 

 


