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TEMPLES OF BADOLI

The temples of Badoli are located on the eastern bank of
river Chambal or ancient Chamanvati, about 48 km
southwest of Kota and 2 km north of Rawatbhata in district
Chittaurgarh. The site so selected is on extensive pathar
covered with fertile soil, surrounded by branch of Aravalli
hills which run through Chittaurgarh, Kota and Bundi
districts 1s very close to Bhaisorgarh on the confluence of
river Chambal and Bamni; a place of great antiquity and
strategic significance. The site is also on the trade route
connecting Malwa, Hardoti and Mewar. A fountain which
continuously flow througout the year is precisely dehmited
the site for construction of these temples.

These temples are one of the oldest and spectacular temple
complex in Rajasthan dating back to tenth-eleventh century
AD. The art and architecture of these temples consider them
to be the most perfect of their age. In the group there are
nine temples, two are dedicated to Vishnu and one each to
(Gai.=sa, Mahisasuramardini and Mataji and remaining four
to Siva. The larger one is dedicated to Ghateswara
Mahadeva.

Ghatesvara Mahadeva Temple: Facing east, this temple,
on plan consists on a trianga garbhagriha, antarala and
mutkhamandapa. 1t is raised over the pitha, comprises of
vedibandha and a plain jangha surmounted by curvilinear
shikhara. A dwaja-purusha near the summit of sikhara
deserves to be noticed. The images of Chamunda, Natesa
and Andhakantaka, a form of Siva are enshrined in the
bhadra-niches of the jangha on the north, west and south
respectively. The sanctum enshrines circular-stone boulder
worshiped as Ghatesvara Mahadeva. The river goddess
Ganga and Yamuna with their attendants are shown on
the lower part of door-jambs of garbhagriha. While lintel
have images of Natesa in the center, Brahma on the right
and Vishnu on the left. The ceiling of the vestibule
elaborately decorated. The mukhamandapa is entered
through a beautiful makara-torana resting on six pillars
and two pilasters. The composite pillars are decorated with
the figures of apsaras on alternate facets of the octagonal
shafts followed by chain and bell decoration. The roof has
rathikas depicting religious and secular themes. The
antarala is topped by a sukanasa, decorated with chaitva
window motif. The temple is assignable to early tenth
century AD. The rangamandapa stands separately on the
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